Preserving Turlock’s Next 100 Years

Brought to you by your friends in Municipal Services at the City of Turlock

“100 Things to Go Green”

Season’s “Greenings”

With all the holiday hype, it's hard to keep mother earth in mind. However, here are some helpful and
affordable tips to keep your holiday festive and good for the planet!
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¢ Buy gifts from locally owned stores OR make your own.
¢ Bring a reusable bag to place purchases in while shopping.
3 ¢ Look for gifts that are unpackaged or minimally packaged with unnecessary plastic
S , wrap and cardboard boxes.
° © .- ¢ If you are planning to purchase an artificial tree, look for one that is of a high quality

@ that you can use for many years to come or even pass down to your grandkids.

)
> ® /¢ Use natural decorations, like popcorn and cranberry strings, on your tree and
‘M. around the house.
N —— et your indoor and outdoor light display timers to run during the 3-4 hours you’
_—. s d d outdoor light displ d he 3-4h I

typically be awake in the evening.
¢ Use Light Emitting Diode (LED) lights. They have extremely low energy use and last
longer than ordinary bulbs.
"¢ Recycle your Christmas tree— call Turlock Scavenger for curbside pick-up information at (209) 668-7274.
¢ Atyour holiday party, reduce the heat before the guests arrive. The extra bodies will heat the room on their own,
and invite friends over the phone, email or use recycled cards.
"¢ Wrap gifts with reusable or recycled wrapping paper.
¢ Wrap gifts using decorated brown paper bags or even colorful fabric, a pillow case or a towel for a unique, festive
touch. The Sunday comics are a fun way to wrap or just decorate a box, plastic container or tin to use for holidays
to come. And forget the tag; sign your warm wishes right on the box.
¢ Give rechargeable batteries for the gift that keeps on giving. They are a great compliment to those battery
operated toys.
¢ Shop online and cancel unnecessary catalogues. Be sure to recycle any catalogues you do get in the mail.

A
l‘-

\

Banned from the Trash- It’s the Law

As of February 2006, the California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal/EPA) Department of Toxic Substances
Control (DTSC) adopted new regulations governing fluorescent lamps, batteries, and electronics because they are
deemed hazardous to people and the environment. It is now a violation of hazardous waste laws to place these
items (also known as Universal Waste or U-waste) in your dumpster/trash cart. They must be separated from the
regular trash and collected for safe disposal.

Fluorescent Lamps

Fluorescent lamps produce light when an electric current passes through the lamp and vaporizes the mercury to
generate light. Fluorescent light tubes and bulbs, high-intensity discharge (HID), metal halide, sodium and neon
bulbs all contain mercury vapors. If broken, mercury can be released into the environment and may cause nerve
damage as well as a host of other serious illnesses.

Batteries

Universal waste batteries include rechargeable nickel-cadmium batteries, silver button batteries, mercury batteries,
small sealed lead acid batteries, most alkaline batteries, and carbon-zinc batteries. Batteries are considered hazard-
ous because of the metals and/or other toxic or corrosive materials contained within.

Batteries are potentially a valuable source of recyclable metal.

Electronics

Many components of electronic equipment— including metals, plastic, and glass—can
be reused or recycled, while others may present environmental hazards if not managed
correctly. Certain components of some electronic products contain materials that ren-

)
complications in the nervous

. der them hazardous, depending on their condition and density. For instance, California
L . law currently views non-functioning CRTs (cathode ray tubes) from televisions and

Mercury is Toxic to the Environ- i R

ment: Bacteria from river and monitor as hazardous, as they contain mercury.

estuary bottom sediments
produce a highly toxic form of

mercury through a process called | 5] Reuse and Recycle Programs
methylation”. The methylated

mercury accumulates in aquatic Turlock Transfer, 1020 S. Walnut Road, Turlock - (209)668-6049
organisms, making the fish from | Stanislaus County Fink Road Sanitary Landfill, 4000 Fink Road Crows Landing - (209)837-4800

those bodies of water dangerous | stanislaus County Household Hazardous Waste Collection Center, 1716 Morgan Road, Modesto
to eat.

To remove your name from our mailing list or for questions and/or comments— send an email to TCordell@turlock.ca.us or call 209-668-5599 ext.4474
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